Organophosphate insecticide poisoning.
Organophosphate insecticides are widely used agents which are quickly absorbed through the skin and mucous membranes. The effects of acute exposure to these agents can be severe and intensive therapy may be required. Specific drugs are available to reverse the muscarinic, nicotinic and central effects of these poisons. When given early they are very effective and early diagnosis and treatment may therefore be life-saving. A case of acute poisoning with an organophosphate anticholinesterase insecticide is reported. The signs and symptoms of acute poisoning are described and a rational approach to specific treatment is discussed.